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Ocean Giants

WCS working with
communities to save the
coral reefs of Karimunjawa
Karimunjawa Islands is one of the 8 National Parks in
Indonesia, which is located in Jepara District, Central of
Java. The National Park covers up three main villages in the
three main islands; they are Karimunjawa, Kemujan, and
Parang...
Continued on page 3
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Coastal
Communities

In May 2009 the WCS team documented conflict among fishers on Weh
Island, Aceh, Sumatra, and the use of Acehnese customary law to resolve the
dispute …
Stuart Campbell1 and Ahmad Mukmunin2
A system of customary management, under the customary Acehnese law, known as the Panglima Laot
(Commander of the Sea), is recognized in the Aceh province of Indonesia by local and national legislation. The
laws have the guiding principle of creating peace and
harmony through the settlement of disputes among fishers. The territory of the Panglima Laot is restricted to a
single port or lhok, with the province of Aceh divided
into 193 lhoks, each with its own set of rules and leader.
Fishers of each lhok elect their own Panglima Laot according to local custom. The Panglima Laot dictates who
is entitled to the catch at sea, what fishing gears can be
used, can place bans on fishers from fishing on religious
days, oblige fishers to stop fishing to initiate searches for
lost fishermen, and can enforce measures to protect the
coastal environment from threats such as poorly placed
development and agriculture.
The enforcement of laws of the Aceh Provincial Government, as mandated by the Helsinky MoU declared in
2006, can be devolved to adjudications by Panglima Laot
concerning fishing rights and violations, where narcotics,
murder, terrorism and other acts have not violated provincial and national criminal law
) WCS-IP Marine Director
) Aceh Community Officer
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Panglima Laot can also apply national fisheries laws
to designate zonation of fishing uses within their territories and can restrict use of fishing gears (eg. prohibition of muro-ami nets, hookah and compressor)
that may be permitted by provincial and national laws.
Such traditional laws can implement controls on fisheries resource use that have direct relevance to local
community needs concerning fishing rights, use and
access, that are not able to be legislated or enforced
by national laws. Sanctions or punishments decided
by each Panglima Laot are administered through community meetings and ceremonies to reach consensus
among parties for the purposes of maintaining social
harmony within and among fisher communities, and
to avoid financial and other losses to communities.
On Weh Island no cases have occurred where adjudications by the Panglima Laot have violated provincial
and national law and each of the consensus agreements
reached have been adhered to by communities involved
in this application of traditional law. The Panglima
Laot system of governance is akin to contemporary local rule where the consensus of local people is achieved
based on their empirical knowledge of local fisheries
resources, use and access. On Weh Island the strongest
Panglima Laot operate in the lhoks of Ie Meulee, Anoi
Itam and Iboih.
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Ie Meulee are most consistent in enforcing their marine
customary law with traditional ceremonies in 2007 and 2008
conducted to resolve poaching by lhok Pasiran fishers using
muro-ami nets in Ie Meulee waters. A third occurred in 2009
when a boat from lhok Keunekai was apprehended by Ie Meulee fishers for fishing sea cucumber using hookah and compressor in a reef under protection by marine customary law.
During the apprehension, fighting among fishers occurred
and the subsequent investigation and traditional ceremony resolved the conflict among all parties concerned. The outcome
was a resolution under Acehnese traditional law to cancel accusations of physical violence reported to police, pay custom- Traditional ceremony resolved the
ary fines where necessary, allow boat, gears, tools and catch conflict among all parties concerned.
to be returned to Keunekai fishermen and put in place agreements that fishers of Keunekai will be arrested and all gear and catch impounded if the infringement occurs again.
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Other restrictions pertaining to customary law are enforced in the lhoks of Iboih and Anoi Itam on net fishing, the
use of hookah and compressor and spear gun, yet the application of this law is sometimes inconsistent. In all lhoks of
Weh island, the use of trawl nets, blast fishing and cyanide are prohibited on coral reef areas, and for the most part
these laws are enforced. The Panglima Laot are also able to adjudicate over punishments given to fishers who break
traditional laws within their own communities. Penalties may include monetary fines, banning from community
events and sanctions on fishing activities. The enforcement of these laws by the Panglima Laot is a social instrument to
engender strength of leadership and respect for customary law by communities inside and outside their jurisdiction.

Climate Change Chronicles :
Karimunjawa Continues to
Bleach
Non-vocal bleaching in Acrhopora
Colonies in Karimunjawa

Bleaching of corals, caused by elevated seawater temperatures, occurred widespread across Indonesia in 1998
and 2002. In July 2009, extensive coral bleaching was
again reported by Reef Check Indonesia in northern
Bali. Due to the past history of Karimunjawa reefs’ susceptibility to thermal anomalies and coral bleaching,
WCS staff put in place a bleaching monitoring response
plan in July 2009. Based on the initial bleaching indication gathered by WCS staff, rangers, and communities,
a rapid survey was conducted at 23 sites throughout the
national park. The Karimunjawa National Park Authority, Marine Diving Club from Diponegoro University
and WCS employed coral bleaching survey methods to
measure various parameters; the extent of coral bleaching, the types of corals that were most susceptible to
bleaching, and coral disease. A coral health chart was
also used to assess the level of paleness in the coral reefs
surveyed.

Bleaching of corals, caused by elevated seawater
temperatures, was widespread across Indonesia
in 1998 and 2002.
Aji W. Anggoro, CLP Fellow

Among the 23 sites, Batu Putih and Menjangan Kecil had corals with highest degree of bleaching. Most of
the corals monitored were mostly pale in color and not
bleached. These were dominated by branching Acropora
and digitate Acropora, whereas Acropora tabulate which
is highly susceptible to bleaching, had few pale colonies. Non-focal bleaching in massive colonies of Goniopora and Porites were also abundantly found during the
monitoring at depths of 9-10m.
The elevated ocean temperatures in Indonesia were
predicted to be prolonged and attaining a peak in September, as reported by National Meteorological and
Climatological Bodies. Fortunately, it did not occur
and little bleaching of Karimunjawa corals took place.
WCS continues to monitor the corals in Karimunjawa
to withstand possible future bleaching events.
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WCS is working with communities to save the
coral reefs of Karimunjawa
Strategic planning as a tool to achieve collaborative
management in Karimunjawa National Park

Parang is the first village that has completed their village strategic planning. The process then will be replicated to the other villages through
meetings and discussions, in order to build understanding and capacity
among local communities. So far, the communities have had good understanding about the importance of village strategic planning to community
development. In 2009, WCS initiated the development of strategic planning in Kemujan village through informal meetings and village meetings.
It successfully formed a technical team consisted of 20 people representing
4 sub-villages to host the process. Regular meetings were conducted to collect data and information for each sub-village to develop documents on
issues of economy, natural resources, cultural and human resources, and
infrastructure. Problems and solutions will be identified to complete the
strategic plan by the end of 2009, therefore it will be finally adopted and
approved by the District of Jepara, Karimunjawa National Park Authority,
non-government organizations, communities, and the private sector.

Rian Prasetia conducting reef
monitoring in Karimunjawa
National Park.
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Karimunjawa Islands is one of the 8 National Parks in Indonesia, which
is located in Jepara District, Central of Java. The National Park covers up
three main villages in the three main islands; they are Karimunjawa, Kemujan, and Parang. Having communities inside the National Park is a big
challenge for Karimunjawa National Park Authority to manage all different kind of interests, especially between resource utilization and conservation. In order to answer the challenge, WCS is facilitating village strategic
planning conducted by all stakeholders in Karimunjawa, on collaboration
with Karimunjawa National Park Authority, the District of Jepara, Diponegoro University, the Department of Fisheries and Marine Affairs, and
local NGOs.

Photo by : Fakhrizal Setiawan

Tasrif Kartawijaya, R. Prasetia, Ripanto (WCS-IP Karimunjawa Officer)

Interaction between clown fish
and anemone in Cemara Besar,
Karimunjawa National Park.
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Perhaps as a result of the conflict,
an unusual situation exists in Aceh
where the traditional Adat authority,
the Panglima Laot, still retains much
of their power.
Crispen Wilson
Perhaps as a result of the conflict, an unusual situation
exists in Aceh where the traditional Adat authority, the
Panglima Laot, still retains much of their power. Responsible for addressing issues related to the sea, the Panglima
Laot has played a dominant role in governing the fishing
industries in Aceh for over four centuries. The traditional
institution is composed of a loose network of localized fishermen associations that follow a strict set of rules and regulations. There are currently one hundred and ninety-three
(193) Panglima Laot in Aceh, each one centered around an
estuary or harbour.
The term “Panglima Laot” is both the name of the institution as well as the title of the elder fishermen who leads
the organization. The Panglima Laot is elected (usually an
elder fishermen) to represent them and maintain order in
the estuary and local marine waters. Their responsibilities
include assigning parking places in the river, arbitrating
disputes, determining damages should one fishermen’s boat
damage another, communicating changes in fishing regulations, organizing rescues as well as just maintaining general
order. Should a fisherman violate the code of conduct, the
Panglima Laot has the authority to “ground” the boat for a
week at a time; if the fisherman were to continue to disobey
the rules the Panglima Laot can banish the boat from the
river or harbor.
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Building the capacity
of the traditional
authorities of Aceh in
fisheries management;
first steps

Community-based
Bathymetric Survey
Elected leaders of the fishing communities have
the authority over the fishermen necessary to implement any fisheries management plans. The goal of
the Community-based Bathymetric Survey (CBBS),
managed by Crispen Wilson from 2007-2009 with
help from the Asian Development Bank, was to increase the professionalism and the authority of the
fishermen’s association. To build their capacity to collect the data and thereby make certain they have a
key role in the development of fisheries management
plans and policies.
One of the consequences of so many lives lost in
the tsunami, was that much of the fishing knowledge
of the area was also lost (e.g. the location of navigational hazards, underwater sea mounts, where fishing
grounds are). To help rebuild that knowledge, the
Community-based Bathymetric Survey (CBBS) used
GPS sounders and configured them so they would
automatically record a depth reading every time the
boat moved thirty meters. From this data, it was possible to see where the fishermen were going and calculate how much effort they are putting into getting
the fish they catch.
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As far as an implementation strategy, it was agreed that
the Panglima Laot would receive all the GPS units and then
he would decide which boats were to receive the equipment
‘on-loan’. This accomplished two goals; first to build up the
authority of the Panglima Laot in the eyes of his constituents; and secondarily, to make the Panglima Laot personally responsible for the performance of the boat owners and
captains participating in the mapping project. It was further
agreed by the captains that in exchange for the use of the
equipment and the navigational training, they would provide daily catch data.
Over the first six months of the project (July 08 – December 08), 63 boats contributed nearly five million depth
readings. Towards the end of the project (November 08), data was synthesized and the results distributed back to the
fishermen. Figure 1 below represents the fishing locations of the purse-seine boats at the beginning of the project July
08. Figure 2 depicts the fishing locations of the same boats at the end of the project (December 08). The fishing areas
to the west of Aceh were divided into four zones with Zone 2 (red zone) being the area in which it was most dangerous to fish due to the high density of coral. This area was defined with Arioh Raya to the North, and the village of
Leupeung to the South, extending from shore until the edge of the shelf.
During the month of July, fishing is largely in the East due to high winds and dangerous conditions in the West.
Despite the fishing pressure being higher on the West side of Aceh in December as opposed to July, the number of
times the net was deployed in the dangerous area was significantly less. This is consistent with initial survey of fishermen damaging their nets twice a year before the project started (2005 through 2007) and that only one boat participating in the project has damaged it’s net, since the project began (April 2008).
Viewed as essential to success, the project was mentoring the captains in traditional navigation and how to use
GPS. That if the fishermen have the ability to know where
they are, they can avoid damage to their nets, damage to the
reefs and can cruise more efficiently. Furthermore, if they
have an emergency, they can radio their position. So far,
486 captains have taken the GPS navigation course. But
perhaps most importantly for future fisheries management,
the fishermen can know the boundaries of where they can
fish and where they should not; e.g. protected areas, key
biodiversity areas.
One of those sea mounts
occurs 120 km off the coast of
Calang and rises from a depth of
1800 meters to within eight meters
of the surface. After presenting this
to the President of Indonesia, Aceh
received permission to modify its
provincial boundaries to include
Melati, thereby adding 13,162 sq.
km to Aceh’s waters

Other outcomes related to the project include a high
resolution bathymetry map, a map of seasonal ocean currents, identification of fishing grounds and how they vary
seasonally, identification of three previously unmapped sea
mounts and four unmapped faults.
WCS have been working with Crispen to seek opportunities to work together to keep this work going to ensure a
strong engagement with Panglima Laot and local fisheries
management.

From Editor

This newsletter informs about the lastest findings, result, and plans from WCS Indonesia’s Marine Conservation Science Program and its
team. On a quarterly basis contributors will provide updates about exciting discoveries, progress in our monitoring work, our training
programs and scientific collaboration with other marine science institutions. We will update you on the exciting and important work being
done in Indonesia and how we are contributing to the conservation of some of the most diverse coral reefs in the world. This newsletter
is made possible by the generous support of the American people through Packard Foundation and the National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration. The content are the responsibility of the Wildlife Conservation Society and do not reflect the views of the United States
government. We hope you find information useful and inspiring.

For further information please contact :
Wildlife Conservation Society
Indonesia Marine Program
Jl. Burangrang No. 18 Bogor 16151
Ph : +62 251 8313 651
+62 251 8316 307
Fax : +62 251 8357 347
Email : admin@wcsmarine-indonesia.org
www.wcsmarine-indonesia.org
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Ocean Giants
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Assessing fisheries impacts on large marine
wildlife species, to identify priority areas for
their conservation
Dr Brian Smith, WCS cetacean scientist, reports

In Indonesia directed fishing is the biggest threat to marine megafauna populations. To assess the degree of fishery
threat to marine species in Indonesia we have started to employ fisher surveys to collect information on the type and
extent of threats to megafauna in targeted locations, documenting species-specific catch rates and preferred gear types
to illuminate fisheries and landings trends. The information will provide a better understanding of how these marine
wildlife, primarily sharks, cetaceans, turtles, dugong and large commercial species of fish (ie. Napolean Wrasse) use
the seascape and can serve as ambassadors for conservation.
Knowledge of a species’ abundance, distribution in time and space and use of critical habitats are key elements for
their long-term protection. Yet capturing the data necessary to make informed management decisions on large highly
mobile marine animals often requires a range of techniques. Local fishers are the best immediate source of information to identify the distribution and seasonality of marine megafauna of conservation and management importance.
Expansion of these surveys to collect detailed fisher knowledge on the seasonality, exact locations and relative abundance of observations of key marine wildlife species will be focussed in areas where marine protected areas exist or
planned and where human wildlife conflicts are known. Using a combination of techniques to estimate population
numbers and identify human interactions and patterns of use the resulting information and at areas identified by
fishers will determine if the population is resident or transient and will highlight priority areas to focus on for whale
shark conservation.
Using species guides and specific questions about target fisheries, we have started to collect information on catches
at markets and key shore-based landing sites, resulting in a better understanding of prices and the socioeconomic
value of of these ocean giants to local fishers. We work with government agencies, fishers and local businesses in all
elements of this work. Training programs for government managers and community organisations assist in incorporating stakeholder and community knowledge into existing and proposed management interventions. This kind of
information helps us devise and advocate for management recommendations, including community-based tourism,
and determine how to target outreach and education efforts for user groups and the general public. Information that
we collect through field and interview work (both generated locally and from other sites in Indonesia) will be incorporated into community workshops, presented and disseminated to stakeholder communities and project participants
as well as the larger scientific community through the WCS website, conference presentations and peer-reviewed
publications.
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We found 2 species of
big Ray in Sabang, Manta
birostris, a non-Oceanic
species and Aetobatus
narinari an Eagle ray, both
found in low abundance
Efin Muttaqin - WCS-IP Aceh Conservation Officer
2

Manta Ray and
Shark Surveys
The Wildlife Conservation Society
Indonesian Marine Program conducted preliminary manta and shark
surveys in the waters of Weh Islands
and Banda Aceh from 17-21 April
2009. Manta ray survey was in marine waters of Weh Island.
). Eagle rays (Aetobatus narinari)
). Middle man cutting shark fin
3
). Shark fins cut at market
4
). Sharks landed at Banda Aceh Port
1
2

All photo credit by :
Rachel Graham (WCS Belize)

2nd Asia Pasific
Coral Reef Symposium
Theme :

Collaboration for Coral Reef
Conservation in a Changing
Climate Change
Puket, Thailand
on June 20-24, 2010
Website :
http://www.thaicoralreef.in.th/
E-mail:
Thamasakyeemin@yahoo.com
Tel/Fax: (66) 2310-8415
Contact Web Administrator:
wichin.s@gmail.com

While visiting the main fishlanding site at Lampulo, Banda
Aceh, we found landed sharks
sold at the market, ranging from
30 to 50 individuals can be sold
each day. The sharks were caught
mainly by Meulaboh and Aceh
Islands fishers. Dr. Rachel Graham, WCS shark specialist, visited the market and found 34
sharks from 2 species, mainly
young shark pups. All shark fins
were cut off for sale. Based on the
numbers and size of the sharks
caught, there is an indication that
they were captured most likely
from a shark pupping or nursery
grounds. Shark fins were sold for
about Rp. 30,000 per kg (about
USD 3). Besides sharks, mantas
were also caught by fishers and
sold at the market.

3

4

Information being collected by
WCS and the Community-based
Bathymetric Survey will be used
to identify key biodiversity areas,
spawning grounds, shark nursery
areas and other critical areas for
the design of a network of MPAs
for the Aceh region that aims to
protect marine biodiversity and
the regions fishery stocks.

WCS continues to work with
local fishers, the Panglima Laot,
and the Community-based Bathymetric Survey to identify the
most effective management options to protect some of these
species. The development of a
network of marine protected areas has the support of the Acehnese Governor.
Eagle ray (Aetobatus narinari)
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Timor the Touchstone for
Coral Triangle

www.weblo.com/property/Dili

Photo by : WCS-IP

New
Conservation
Travels

I am Handoko
Adi Susanto, an
d have just
been appointed
by the WCS In
donesia Marine
Program as Cor
al Triangle Prog
ram Manager.
My interests lie
in coastal zone
management,
marine biology
and conservatio
n, community
development, an
d coral reef ecol
ogy. I studied
marine science
at the Bogor Agr
icultural
University. I ha
ve completed m
y Masters of
Science from th
e Integrated Trop
ical Coastal
Zone Managem
ent (ITCZM) pr
ogram at the
Asian Institute
of Technology,
which was supported by DAN
IDA scholarshi
p (Danish Gov
ernment). I just
finished my do
ctoral degree
last March 2009
from the Kyush
u University
in Japan with a
scholarship from
the Japan
Wildlife Researc
h Center. Previo
usly I have
worked on a co
asta
munity developm l management and coment program with
the Coastal
Resources Man
agement Projec
t (CRMP), a
USAID funded
project. After I
finished my
Masters program
, I worked for Th
e Nature
Conservancy C
oral Triangle C
enter (TNCCTC) developi
ng a new MPA
for the Derawan
Islands, Berau,
in East Kaliman
tan.

The WCS Indonesia marine program supports
the Coral Triangle Initiative and is working with the
Coral Triangle Support Partnership (CTI-CTSP). In
addition to work in Indonesia for the CTI, I am also
assisting with the program in Timor Leste, supporting the government of Timor Leste to implement
their National Plan of Action (NPOA). Nino Konis
Santana National Park, the country’s first declared
national park, is one of the priority areas in the
NPOA targeted for improvements in management.
In mid August 2009, an initial visit to Nino Konis
Santana National Park by myself and Pak Gede from
the Nature Conservancy took place and the trip verified basic biophysical and social data, outlined policy
and enabling needs from the perspective of local
government, park managers and communities, and
assessed budget and facilities for the project start-up.
It also outlined a process for beginning integrated
planning and management of terrestrial and marine
areas. Under Timor-Leste’s Coral Triangle National
Plan of Action, this survey provided the foundation
and starting point for an initiative with NKS that
will serve as a model for the Timor-Leste national
coastal zone management program, to include new national legislation and implementing
regulations for marine protected areas and integrated marine and terrestrial ecosystems.

The NKS Park is a strategic resource, encompassing 68,000 hectares of land and 55,600
hectares of sea and encompasses extensive coral reefs and one of the largest remaining intact
examples of tropical lowland and coastal monsoon rainforest in the region.
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Grouper mariculture is
being used as a strategy
to decrease destructive
fishing in Karimunjawa
National Park, Central
Java

In early 2009, WCS and 6 fishers from Karimunjawa
village initiated the project of tiger grouper (Epinephelus
polyphekadion) mariculture. The fishers built fishponds located in the near shore marine waters of their village; they
aimed to provide all daily operational resources and funds
for the project. As part of a joint venture, WCS provided
the juvenile grouper from a local business with expertise in
provision of sustainably resourced grouper “fry”. WCS will
also provide environmental monitoring of the operation and
assist with business plan operations to ensure the project
is managed in a sustainable manner. As part of the initiative the fishers have committed to cease their use of cyanide
while fishing.
Several technical problems have arisen, such as lack of
knowledge on mariculture especially on pests and diseases
treatment, food and nutrition. WCS aimed to increase community’s capacity to establish grouper mariculture in a sustainable manner. In April – May 2009, WCS sent two of
the fisher group to a mariculture internship program at the
Centre of Mariculture, Balai Budidaya Air Payau (BBAP)
Situbondo, East Java. From this training the fishers plan
to grow barramundi and tiger grouper (at a ratio of 30:70).
Local fishers will provide the small fish for mariculture and
WCS will focus on capacity building and developing small
scale enterprises.

Image by : www.GoogleEarth.com

In response to the call from local fishers in Karimunjawa
to initiate grouper mariculture, WCS Indonesia Program
took the role in developing a community based-grouper
mariculture that was designed to be sustainable financially
in the future. The pilot project aims to develop an alternative livelihood for local communities to provide increased
incomes for local fishers and reduce of the use of cyanide
fishing in the National Park.

2
Tasrif Kartawijaya and the other staff
meeting with fishers group.
(Photo by : WCS-IP Team)

WCS was reticent to be involved in mariculture
projects due to the issues of unsustainable future and
evidence of previous failures in Indonesia. NGO involvement in the past has created a system of dependency rather than a culture of sustainable business.
In Karimunjawa, the initiative was from the fishers
themselves, with their own input of resources and development of a business plan. WCS has committed to
provide assistance rather than managing the project
itself. The communities also have secured support of
government agencies, including the Fisheries Department and Karimunjawa National Park who have identified grouper mariculture as an important livelihood
strategy for local communities to support sustainable
fisheries in Karimunjawa.

Photo by : WCS-IP

Tasrif Kartawijaya, Rian Prasetia, Ripanto
(WCS-IP Karimunjawa Field Office)

1
Ripanto (WCS fieldstaff)
were accompanying the
local fisherman tiger grouper
harvesting activity at Kemujan,
Karimunjawa
(Photo by Rian Prasetia)

Caleb McClennen,
Director of WCS
Marine Program,
visit in response
to calls from local
fishers to initiate
grouper mariculture
in the Karimunjawa
Islands.
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Aceh update
Yudi Herdiana - WCS-IP Aceh Project Leader
Coral Reef Monitoring Network
In February 2009, WCS, Syiah Kuala University,
and Yayasan PUGAR, the Center for People’s Movement and Advocacy, reached an agreement to collaborate in developing the Aceh Coral Reef Network which
has two main outputs: (a) development of a database
and information centre for the AcehWeh Seascape coral reefs (for
map of seascape, see Annex
1) which will be housed at
Syiah Kuala University; and
(b) quarterly bulletins disseminating coral reef and coastal issues to existing networks
in Aceh. Yayasan PUGAR has a
strong track record in communication and dissemination of results to an established
network made up of local government, NGOs, and
communities in Northern Aceh. Currently, WCS is
developing a formal agreement with Syiah Kuala University and Yayasan PUGAR on the Aceh Coral Reef
Network. The first edition of the bulletin was released
in May 2009
Education Program

Photo by : WCS-IP

Building upon WCS’ work of developing a network
of schools that promotes marine science and education programs, WCS
conducted an education
event titled “Three Days
with Nature” for teachers and students that are
members of GAPAS, a
youth league in Sabang at
The GAPAS student group of the end of January 2009.
twelve on a beach clean-up at the
The objective of this event
Pantai Kasih, Sabang.
was to promote the science education program among schools and teachers
in Sabang and develop a network of teachers that is
expected to be the key players in developing an integrated education program for nature conservation in
schools on Weh Island. Detailed activities of the event
are presented in Annex 6.
On February 14th, 2009, WCS supervised twelve
member of GAPAS student group on a beach clean-

up at Pantai Kasih, Sabang. Although the clean up
covered a relatively small area (only 200 meters on the
beach), the event was initiated by the student group
and indicates a raised awareness of the students. WCS
will encourage students to repeat the event at a larger
scale
MPA update

East coast MPA – Aceh’s first customary managed
MPA is in the final process of legislation. The document “Mayor Decree of Marine Managed Area of East
Coast of Weh Island” has been finalized, and will be legalized by the Mayor of Sabang City. This is one of the
final legal steps to formally recognize the East Coast
Weh Marine Managed Area.
Fisheries
Fish catch monitoring data which was collected
from December 2008 to
January 2009 is being entered into the database.
Analyses and reporting will
be completed in the next
quarter. The first draft of
“Marine Conservation for
Aceh Seascape” is completed. This document
provides a perspective of
marine conservation and
management for Aceh and The local Fisherman were weighis based on existing data and ing his fishcatch in local port
(photo by : WCS-IP)
information of bio-ecology
and fisheries from various sources.

